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M. D. Bayer, Chair (Library) 

H. Bewlay (Music), G. Bidell (Instruct. Resources), K. Doody (Except. Education), S. Creech 
(Graduate Student), K. Doody (Exceptional Education), A. Emo ( Theater), S. Gellin 
(Technology), J. Heo (Chemistry), D. Hovland (Modern and Classical Languages), R. Lindner 
(Assessment and Curriculum-Admin. liaison), L. Makowski (Student), D. McCarthy (Elem. 
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University College), J. Ryan-Bryant (English), G. Solar (Earth Science and Science 
Education), K. Vince-Garland (Exceptional Education), A. Wall (SIFOC liaison) 

Charge:  

I. Curricular Charges: The College Senate Curriculum Committee shall 
 
A. Review every curricular program on a regular, periodic basis to ensure its visibility, 

educational need, and adherence to college policy. 
 
1. Recommend to the faculty, or appropriate instructional unit concerned, the 

need for updating, or major revision of a program. 
2. Recommend to the Senate the need for phase-out of any programs which are of 

questionable need or value to the overall goals of the college. 
 

B. Recommend to the College Senate each year the priorities for new programs. These 
priorities are to be consistent with the academic plan of the college as well as with 
budgetary restrictions placed upon new programs. 

 
C. Develop, with the College Senate approval, appropriate structures and procedures 

for curriculum development and review. 
 
D. Develop structures, guidelines and procedures whereby the faculty may recommend 

revision of existing programs or propose new programs in conformity with college 
policy. 

 



E. Receive and review all proposals for revisions of existing programs or creation of 
new programs; and make recommendations concerning these to the College Senate 
in a manner consistent with the college and College Senate policies and procedures. 

 
F. Review and recommend approval or non-approval of all courses offered by this 

college. 
 

II. General Charge: The College Senate Curriculum Committee shall 
 
A. Carry out all mandates directed to the committee from the College Senate. 

 
B. Work cooperatively with any and all standing committees of the College Senate on 

matters which are the concern of this committee as well as that of another 
committee or other committees. 

 
C. Work cooperatively within the developing Western New York Regional SUNY 

structure in reviewing and recommending joint programs sponsored by this college 
and other campuses within the region. 

 

Name of Chair Submitting Report:  Marc Dewey Bayer 

Anticipated Vacancies in 2016-2017 for Committee Members:  

Ginger Bidell, Professional Staff 

Leslie Makowski, Student 

Report: 

Curriculum Review:  
 
After May 10th, 2016, the College Senate Curriculum Committee will have reviewed a total of 95 
proposals during the 2015-2016 academic year (41 less than last year): 71 course proposals, 14 
program proposals, and 10 minor proposals. Of the course proposals reviewed, 16 were 
considered by SIFOC for inclusion in the Intellectual Foundations Program or for infusion in the 
majors. 

New Structures for Curriculum Review:  
 
The Curriculum Committee’s goal for the 2015-2016 academic year was to make the proposal 
review process more accessible and informative. To this end, the committee revised the 
information on our Web site to better communicate the curriculum review process. Additionally, 
the committee implemented Wufoo forms for the submission of course, minor and program 



proposals, replacing the process whereby proposals were emailed from the Associate Dean to 
the Senate Office (See http://collegesenate.buffalostate.edu/submitting-proposals  ). 

Using forms instead of email, valuable metadata was captured with submitted proposals, 
including submission date and review status.  The information captured via the Wufoo forms 
was stored in an online Doolli database to improve accessibility for the Buffalo State community 
(See  https://app.doolli.com/view/8395 ).  

 Additionally, a digital repository of course proposals was created using the college’s Digital 
Commons, and course proposals from the past five years were uploaded into the collection. 
There are currently 464 course proposals in the collection, and we anticipate that proposals will 
be archived from Doolli into the Digital Commons at the end of every academic year (See 
http://digitalcommons.buffalostate.edu/curprop/ ). 

Looking forward to next year, the curriculum committee will fully migrate from using Wufoo 
forms to using KissFlow forms, and from having Associate Deans enter proposals to having 
Department Chairs enter proposals (Chairs will be trained on how to use KissFlow forms in 
August 2016). Using KissFlow will allow the Senate Curriculum Committee to forgo printed 
routing sheets, as KissFlow has routing management built-in.  Submitted proposals will be 
routed from the department, to the school, to the senate, to the AVP, and, finally, to the 
Provost. Requests for revision will go in the other direction and then back again, removing the 
need for printed revision-routing-sheets, aka the “greens sheets.” The work-flow will be 
completely paperless. 

In April, the Curriculum Committee tested the KissFlow process. With only a few kinks to work 
out, the trial was a great success, and come Fall 2016, all proposals will be submitted and 
approved within a month’s time-frame thanks to KissFlow’s tracking functionality. 

Over the summer, the out-going committee chair will work with Vince Masci, Assistant to the 
Senate, to update the information on the Curriculum Committee’s Web site. Next year, we will 
codify the work-flow changes into the Curriculum Committee’s Handbook. 

Thanks to the Associate Deans for their valuable input and time over the last year. And a special 
thanks to Vince. The college owes Vince a debt of gratitude for steering the curriculum 
committee through turbulent waters as we implemented new processes while using old 
processes at the same time. Vince’s efforts allowed our transition over the last year to occur 
gradually and without disruption to the college. Thank you Vince! 
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